
 

August 1, 2002

Dear Commercial Fisher:

The Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) will be replacing the current fish catch report
forms with new commercial fishing report forms.  This is necessary to improve the
collection of fishing effort and catch information.  The Division uses the fishing report
information to determine the health of fishery resources and in making management
decisions.  For example, many critical issues such as Main Hawaiian Islands bottomfish
management, akule management, fishing activities on the fish aggregating devices
(FADs), and revising the minimum size and closed season regulations require fishing
report information.  DAR also shares the data with the National Marine Fisheries
Service in a joint effort to manage several federal fisheries including pelagics, NWHI
bottomfish, crustacean, and the coral reef ecosystem.

In approximately one month, you will receive a new fishing report booklet(s) to replace
the existing catch report booklet.  You will also receive a training video that contains a
short introduction explaining the reasons for revising the report forms, why the data are
important and examples on how the data is used by fishery management.  It also
contains step-by-step instructions on how to complete the various fishing report forms.

What’s New:

• Seven report forms:
1. Fishing Report (general purpose monthly, replaces Fish Catch

Report)
2. Aku Boat Fishing Report (monthly, replaces Aku Catch Trip Report)
3. Deep-Sea Handline Fishing Trip Report (new)
4. Tuna Handline Fishing Trip Report (new)
5. Net-Trap-Dive Activity Report (new)
6. Bait Fishing Report (monthly, new)
7. Commercial Marine Licensee Retail Sales Report (new)

• Detailed fishing effort information such as hours fished, number of fishing
lines, number of hooks per line and no catch.

• Total catch information including reporting all marine life landed, fish lost
to predators and fish you intentionally released.
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• Sales information is removed from the fishing report form.  Only marine life
sold at retail, e.g., roadside sales, or cash basis to friends must be
reported on the Commercial Marine Licensee Retail Sales report form.

• A “Did Not Fish Report” postcard to report that you did not go fishing
during the month.  This card covers the monthly reporting requirement
even if you had more than one fishing report booklet and reduces postage
costs.

What to Expect in the Near Future:

• New plastic license cards, replacing the paper licenses.
• Purchase or renew the Commercial Marine License through the Internet.

A duplicate license may also be purchased.  Payment by credit card or
checking account will be accepted.

• Verify the license status (expiration date) of your Commercial Marine
License on the Internet.

• Summary of fishing effort and catch trends by fishery or commercial
fishing industry will be available on the Internet.

You are strongly encouraged to keep your monthly catch reports up to date.  This will
help your transition to the new fishing reports.  If you have any outstanding catch
reports, please submit these report(s) upon receiving this letter.

For more information about the revised fishing report forms, contact Project Coordinator
Alan Rabacal at:

E-Mail: fishrpt@exec.state.hi.us

Phone: Oahu 587-3397
  Neighbor Islands – dial toll free access number listed below for your Island, then
  enter 7-3397 and press the # key.
  Kauai 274-3134
  Maui 984-2044
  Hawaii 974-4374
  Molokai & Lanai 1-800-468-4644

DAR Website: http://www.state.hi.us/dlnr/dar/

Thank you.

Yours truly,

WILLIAM S. DEVICK
Administrator
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